Aseptic and antiseptic surgery, special and general, is interesting, if not of great practical importance to the general dental practitioner. To the more careful and painstaking dentist, the subject has considerable import.
My attention to this subject was awakened more than ever by the very interesting and instructive line of experiments conducted by Dr. H. L. Burrell and assistant, G. R. Tucker, of this city, and given in a paper belore the Massachusetts Medical Society. The deductions, made from most excellent investigations, struck me as those which should more directly reach the ears of the dental profession; and as I have seen no record of similar experiments in any dental journal, I resolved to make this subject the theme of my paper. Not having time to enter into experiments of this nature myself, you will accept that which is especially interesting or applicable to our specialty.
Our knowledge of that science which is so successfullyaiding the present operations of eminent surgeons, is not extensive; and we shall profit in noting the work of the more advanced scientists in our own ranks?Black, Miller, Sudduth, and many others.
The science of bacteriology furnishes great aid to practical surgery at the present time. The full benefit of this science will not be realized until schools of medicine (and I hope dentistry will be continued as one of its special branches) educate their students in this direction, and surgeons become more familiar with both the principles and details of the work. By means of the rubber dam, an operation on the teeth may be more safely treated with good germicides.
The saliva ejector also plays its part in connection with cleanliness in an operation, and should always be used with patients who have difficulty in swallowing the saliva while the rubber dam is in place.
While it is a very difficult thing to attain absolute antisepticism, yet, practically, it may be gained by attention to details.
Thorough cleanliness is a preventive of sepsis. Germicides, well applied, in sufficient quantities or strength, will inhibit the development of aseptic germs.? Archives of Dentistry.
